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33 CFR Ch. I (7–1–04 Edition) § 160.212 

sentence of paragraph (c), and paragraph (d) 
were suspended, effective May 22, 2003. 

§ 160.212 When to submit an NOA. 

(a) Submission of NOA. (1) Except as 
set out in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion, all vessels must submit NOAs 
within the times required in paragraph 
(a)(3) of this section. 

(2) Towing vessels, when in control of 
a vessel carrying CDC and operating 
solely between ports or places in the 
continental United States, must sub-
mit an NOA before departure but at 
least 12 hours before entering the port 
or place of destination. 

(3) Times for submitting NOAs areas 
follows: 

If your voyage 
time is— You must submit an NOA— 

(i) 96 hours or 
more; or.

At least 96 hours before entering the 
port or place of destination; or 

(ii) Less than 96 
hours.

Before departure but at least 24 hours 
before entering the port or place of 
destination. 

(b) Submission of changes to NOA. (1) 
Except as set out in paragraph (b)(2) of 
this section, vessels must submit 
changes in NOA information within the 
times required in paragraph (b)(3) of 
this section. 

(2) Towing vessels, when in control of 
a vessel carrying CDC and operating 
solely between ports or places in the 
continental United States, must sub-
mit changes to an NOA as soon as prac-
ticable but at least 6 hours before en-
tering the port or place of destination. 

(3) Times for submitting changes to 
NOAs are as follows: 

If your remaining 
voyage time is— 

Then you must submit changes to an 
NOA— 

(i) 96 hours or 
more;.

As soon as practicable but at least 24 
hours before entering the port or place 
of destination; 

(ii) Less than 96 
hours but not 
less than 24 
hours; or 

As soon as practicable but at least 24 
hours before entering the port or place 
of destination; or 

(iii) Less than 24 
hours.

As soon as practicable but at least 12 
hours before entering the port or place 
of destination. 

(c) Submission of the Cargo Declaration 
(Customs Form 1302). (1) Except as set 
out in paragraph (c)(2) of this section, 
all vessels must submit to USCS the 
Cargo Declaration (Customs Form 1302) 
in entry (8) to Table 160.206, within the 

times required in paragraph (a)(3) of 
this section. 

(2)(i) Except for vessels carrying con-
tainerized cargo or break bulk cargo, 
vessels carrying bulk cargo may sub-
mit the Cargo Declaration (Customs 
Form 1302), (Entry (8) to Table 160.206) 
before departure but at least 24 hours 
before entering the U.S. port or place 
of destination. 

(ii) Vessels carrying break bulk cargo 
operating under a USCS exemption 
granted under 19 CFR 4.7(b)(4)(ii) may, 
during the effective period of the USCS 
exemption, submit the Cargo Declara-
tion (Customs Form 1302), (Entry (8) to 
Table 160.206) before departure but at 
least 24 hours before entering the U.S. 
port or place of destination. 

[USCG–2002–11865, 68 FR 9543, Feb. 28, 2003; 68 
FR 63735, Nov. 10, 2003] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: By USCG–2002– 
11865, 68 FR 27908, May 22, 2003, in § 160.212, 
paragraph (c) was suspended, effective May 
22, 2003. 

§ 160.214 Waivers. 
The Captain of the Port may waive, 

within that Captain of the Port’s des-
ignated zone, any of the requirements 
of this subpart for any vessel or class 
of vessels upon finding that the vessel, 
route, area of operations, conditions of 
the voyage, or other circumstances are 
such that application of this subpart is 
unnecessary or impractical for pur-
poses of safety, environmental protec-
tion, or national security. 

§ 160.215 Notice of hazardous condi-
tions. 

Whenever there is a hazardous condi-
tion either aboard a vessel or caused by 
a vessel or its operation, the owner, 
agent, master, operator, or person in 
charge shall immediately notify the 
nearest Coast Guard Marine Safety Of-
fice or Group Office. (Compliance with 
this section does not relieve responsi-
bility for the written report required 
by 46 CFR 4.05–10.) 

PART 161—VESSEL TRAFFIC 
MANAGEMENT 

Subpart A—Vessel Traffic Services 

GENERAL RULES 
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AUTHORITY: 33 U.S.C. 1223, 1231; 46 U.S.C. 
70114, 70117; Pub. L. 107–295, 116 Stat. 2064; De-
partment of Homeland Security Delegation 
No. 0170.1. 

SOURCE: CGD 90–020, 59 FR 36324, July 15, 
1994, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Vessel Traffic Services 
GENERAL RULES 

§ 161.1 Purpose and Intent. 
(a) The purpose of this part is to pro-

mulgate regulations implementing and 
enforcing certain sections of the Ports 
and Waterways Safety Act (PWSA) set-
ting up a national system of Vessel 
Traffic Services that will enhance 
navigation, vessel safety, and marine 

environmental protection, and promote 
safe vessel movement by reducing the 
potential for collisions, rammings, and 
groundings, and the loss of lives and 
property associated with these inci-
dents within VTS areas established 
hereunder. 

(b) Vessel Traffic Services provide 
the mariner with information related 
to the safe navigation of a waterway. 
This information, coupled with the 
mariner’s compliance with the provi-
sions set forth in this part, enhances 
the safe routing of vessels through con-
gested waterways or waterways of par-
ticular hazard. Under certain cir-
cumstances, a VTS may issue direc-
tions to control the movement of ves-
sels in order to minimize the risk of 
collision between vessels, or damage to 
property or the environment. 

(c) The owner, operator, charterer, 
master, or person directing the move-
ment of a vessel remains at all times 
responsible for the manner in which 
the vessel is operated and maneuvered, 
and is responsible for the safe naviga-
tion of the vessel under all cir-
cumstances. Compliance with these 
rules or with a direction of the VTS is 
at all times contingent upon the ex-
igencies of safe navigation. 

(d) Nothing in this part is intended to 
relieve any vessel, owner, operator, 
charterer, master, or person directing 
the movement of a vessel from the con-
sequences of any neglect to comply 
with this part or any other applicable 
law or regulation (e.g., the Inter-
national Regulations for Prevention of 
Collisions at Sea, 1972 (72 COLREGS) or 
the Inland Navigation Rules) or of the 
neglect of any precaution which may 
be required by the ordinary practice of 
seamen, or by the special cir-
cumstances of the case. 

§ 161.2 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this part: 
Cooperative Vessel Traffic Services 

(CVTS) means the system of vessel traf-
fic management established and jointly 
operated by the United States and Can-
ada within adjoining waters. In addi-
tion, CVTS facilitates traffic move-
ment and anchorages, avoids jurisdic-
tional disputes, and renders assistance 
in emergencies in adjoining United 
States and Canadian waters. 
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